
COUNCIL FOR VOCATIONAL LEGAL EDUCATION 
 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR NOTARIES’ EXAMINATION, 2019 

 

(Section 5(b) of the Law Practitioners Act 1984 as amended) 

 

 

1. The Examinations will consist of SEVEN written papers. 

 

(1) The written papers will ALL be of three (3) hours and will be on the following 

subjects: 

 

 

PAPER I - CIVIL PROCEDURE AND FAMILY LAW 

 

PAPER II – COMMERCIAL AND BUSINESS LAW  

 

PAPER III - LAW OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY 

 

PAPER IV - DRAFTING 

 

PAPER V - REVENUE AND TAXATION LAWS 

 

PAPER VI - OPINION WRITING  

 

PAPER VII - RESPONSABILITÉ NOTARIALE AND TENUE    

DE L’OFFICE NOTARIALE.  

 

(2)  Candidates will be expected to deal with Ethical issues in any of the Papers. 

 

(3) Paper I will be divided into TWO parts: Part I on Civil Procedure and Part II 

on Family Law.  Part I and Part II will each contain 4 questions out of which 2 

must be answered. 

 

(4) Paper II will be divided into TWO parts: Part I on Company Law and Part II 

on Commercial and Financial Law.  

 

Part I will contain FOUR questions out of which TWO must be answered. Part 

II will contain FOUR questions out of which TWO must to be answered. 

 

(5) In each of Papers III, V and VII, there will be FOUR questions to be answered 

out of SIX.  

 

(6) Paper IV and Paper VI will each contain 5 questions out of which 3 have to be 

answered.  

 

(7)  For Paper IV, the candidates will be expected to draft a variety of deeds. 

 

2. At the start of each written paper, candidates will be allowed ten minutes to study the 

question paper before they start writing. 



3. Questions in all the SEVEN PAPERS may be in one or more PARTS and may 

contain COMPULSORY questions.  

 

4. All papers will be marked each on 100.  

 

5. Questions will be set on the law in force as at 30 June 2019. 

 

6.        (1) To pass in a paper, a candidate will have to score at least 50% of the marks. 

However, to succeed in an examination, the candidate must score at least 60% 

of the aggregate marks in respect of the SEVEN PAPERS. 

 

The grades will be marked as follows: 

 

Grade A : 70% or more 

Grade B : 60% or more but less than 70% 

Grade C : 50% or more but less than 60% 

Grade D : 40% or more but less than 50% 

Grade E : Less than 40% 

 

The percentage referred to here shall be a percentage of the total marks 

allotted in respect of a particular paper. 

 

(2) Candidates obtaining 80% or more of the aggregate of marks in all the papers 

at one and the same sitting will obtain a Honours Certificate. The other 

successful candidates obtaining 60% or more of the aggregate of marks but 

less than 80% will obtain a pass certificate. 

 

(3) A candidate will be allowed to a resit in only two papers provided that he/she:- 

 

(a) obtains the minimum overall percentage of 60%; and 

 

(b) secures at least 40% in the paper(s); and 

 

(c) passes in the other five papers, 

 

If the candidate secures at least a pass (50%) in the papers in which he has 

been allowed a resit, he will be deemed to have passed the whole examination, 

failing which, he will be required to sit for the whole examination. 

 

 (4) A candidate will be given his grades only and on no account will the candidate 

be entitled to have his marks. 

 

(5) Subject to the payment of the prescribed fees, a candidate, who is allowed to 

resit a paper, shall resit the examination at such time as the Council may 

decide except where he is allowed by the Council to take his resit at the next 

annual examination. 

 

(6) A candidate may, within 15 days of the publication of the examination results 

and on payment of the prescribed fee, apply to the Secretary of the Council for 

a review in respect of any examination paper other than the oral test. 



7.       (1)     Except on good cause, no candidate will be allowed to enter the examination 

room more than 15 minutes after a written examination has started or to leave 

the room until 15 minutes before the examination is due to end. 

 

(2) Candidates should write their index numbers on the top right-hand corner of 

every sheet on which they answer.  Otherwise the scripts should contain no 

word, mark or writing other than the actual answers to the questions and the 

numbers thereof. 

 

(3) Where a candidate attempts a question containing two or more parts, the 

answer to each part should begin on a fresh sheet. 

 

(4) Candidates must, before they take their seats, leave all their personal 

belongings with the invigilators.  They must, on handing in their scripts, return 

to the invigilators every sheet of paper, marked or unmarked, which they have 

used during the examination. 

 

8. No candidate will be allowed more than SIX ATTEMPTS. These six attempts should 

be made within an overall period of not more than six years from the first attempt at 

the Vocational Examinations unless on good cause shown to the satisfaction of the 

Council, the period may be extended. 

 

9.   (a)  Subject to paragraph (b), no candidate will be allowed to register for a 

vocational examination if his/her attendance during the vocational course 

provided by the accredited person is less than 80 %. 

 

      (b) On good cause shown, the Council may, subject to conditions, exempt a 

candidate who is a repeater from the need of complying with paragraph (a).  

 

10. (a) No mobile phones or any other communication/electronic device  should  be 

brought inside the examination rooms.  Candidates are forbidden to take to 

their desk or make use of any  unauthorised material including books, 

manuscripts, papers, articles or notes of any kind, or any case, bag or other 

container in which books, manuscripts, papers or other unauthorised material 

can be carried including any equipment, apparatus or technological device in 

the examination room. 

 

 (b) Any candidate found to be in breach of any of the above provisions would be 

disqualified from taking part in the Vocational Examinations. 

 

11. Any candidate who fails or omits to comply with any rule or instruction issued by or 

on behalf of the Council with regard to the conduct of the Vocational Examinations 

may at any stage of the examinations be disqualified from taking part in the 

examinations. 
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